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abundant, but unsystematically arranged, and we fear that his reason- 
ing will fail to convince persons not already in agreement with him in 
their views of the subject. An appendix to the volume furnishes much 
interesting historical and scientific information, though we observe that 
in a letter printed on an inserted leaf one document, purporting to be 
an exposure of the tricks of the Fox sisters, is withdrawn by Dr. Car- 
penter as untrustworthy. 



12. — Special Report to the Honorable the Minister of Education, on' the 
Ontario Exhibit, and the Educational Features of the International Ex- 
hibition at Philadelphia. By J. George Hodgkins, LL. D., Deputy 
Minister. Toronto, Canada : Hunter, Rose, & Co. 

The Province of Ontario in Canada has given us an example of energy 
in its educational department which deserves the warmest commenda- 
tion. Dr. Hodgkins, the Deputy Minister of Education, who represented 
the Province at the International Exhibition at Philadelphia, in his offi- 
cial capacity has furnished a most elaborate report, not merely on the 
Ontario exhibit, but on the educational features of the Exhibition gener- 
ally, which is full of the most useful and valuable information. The 
report is addressed to the Hon. Mr. Crook, the indefatigable and 
able Minister of Education for Ontario, and that gentleman has exer- 
cised a wise discretion in having it published for general circulation. 
As a work of reference on the present state of education throughout the 
world, this report is of great value outside of the Province of which it 
especially treats. It contains not merely an account of the present 
state of education in the more important countries, but includes statis- 
tics illustrating the condition of countries which had no exhibit at Phil- 
adelphia. Altogether the reader is furnished with the educational data 
of nearly eighty countries, and the details which Dr. Hodgkins has col- 
lected in regard to some of them are full of novelty and interest. 
Twelve pages are devoted to a consideration of the past and present 
system of education in Japan, which offer a striking testimony to the 
progressive tendencies of that newly opened empire. The information 
in regard to the systems of education now in operation in Russia, Egypt, 
Chili, and other little known countries, will doubtless be new to our 
readers, and will enable them to contrast the intellectual condition of 
races whose civilization is still only partially developed with those who 
are supposed to have reached the most advanced stage. It will be 
found that the percentage of those receiving education in some of these 
countries is higher than the position usually conceded to them in the 
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scale of civilization might have led us to expect. In addition to the 
comprehensive view of national education contained in this report, Dr. 
Hodgkins'has inserted some valuable papers on special subjects, some of 
which deal with the educational policy pursued in various European 
states, and concludes with a popular sketch of the whole Exhibition, in 
which the progressive position occupied by education as a" group " or 
" section " at the various international exhibitions which have been hith- 
erto held is noted. Not the least valuable part of the report is the 
summary of practical lessons as applied to Canada, which Dr. Hodgkins 
draws from the educational exhibits of other countries. 



13. — A New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare. Edited by Hoeace 
Howard Furness. Vols. III., IV. Hamlet. Philadelphia : J. B. 
Lippincott <fe Co. 1877. 8vo. 

The scope of Mr. Fumess's task is familiar to our readers (see this 
Review for October, 1873, p. 475) ; and in the present volumes he per- 
forms for " Hamlet " what he had performed, in the two volumes that 
preceded these, for "Romeo and Juliet" and for "Macbeth," respec- 
tively. Now, as then, his task was a twofold one. To each division of 
it he gives an entire volume ; one being devoted in the main to the text, 
another to the commentary. Besides the quarto and folios, about thirty 
modern editions are minutely collated in the first volume ; notes and 
comments from their editors are given, and criticism, more often textual 
than aesthetic, is abundantly cited from various sources. The second 
volume begins with an essay on the date and the text of " Hamlet " ; 
then comes a reprint of the quarto of 1603, its variorum readings being 
too numerous for the footnotes. Mr. Furness gives us, too, six chapters 
out of eight of the ancient " Hystorie of Hamblet," the immediate source 
of Shakespeare's play, and translates an old German tragedy, Bestrafte 
Erudermord, — " Fratricide Punished, or Prince Hamlet of Denmark." 
An interesting note upon this play describes the strolling companies of 
English actors who travelled in Germany during Shakespeare's lifetime ; 
performing, says Tieck, as quoted by Mr. Furness, " chiefly in Dresden, 
and for the most part pieces imitated from Shakespeare's contempo- 
raries, nay, even from Shakespeare himself; for instance, Titus Andro- 
nicus." It is interesting to learn that these strolling actors performed 
in English. Rochell's Chronicle of the City of Minister says: "On 
the 26th of November (1599) there arrived here eleven Englishmen, 
all young and lively fellows, except one, a rather elderly man, who 
managed everything. They acted five successive days, in the Townhall, 
five different comedies in their English language." After this follow 



